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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr. Simmons on 1/14/2004. 

2. INTERVIEW SUMMARY 

After consideration of Applicant's arguments presented in the After-Final filed 
12/18/2003, the Examiner agreed that the Specification as originally filed (and specifically the 
Examples and Tables) provides support for the recited mechanical property ratios, but only for 
the ranges specifically calculated from the Examples. Mr. Simmons agreed to amending the 
claims to conform to the calculated values as being supported by the Examples and cancelling 
redundant claims. Mr. Simmons also agreed to specifying the basis of the syndiotactic 
polypropylene content in the core layer in claims 20, 34 as a percentage by weight, as implied by 
the specification which consistently utilizes weight-based percentages throughout. 
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3. The application has been amended as follows: 
Claim 20, 

line 3, "90%" has been changed to --90 wt%-; 
last line, "1.5" has been changed to -1.53--; 
last line, "2.0" has been changed to —1.95—. 

Claim 22, 

line 4, "2.3" has been changed to -2.4-. 
Claim 24 has been cancelled. 
Claim 25, 

line 1, after "claim", "24" has been changed to -23-. 
Claim 26, 

line 4, "2.3" has been changed to -2.2-. 
Claim 30, 

last line, "1.5" has been changed to —1.53—; 
last line, "2.0" has been changed to —1.95—. 
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Claim 31, 

line 4, "2.3" has been changed to --2.4-. 
Claim 32, 

line 4, "2.3" has been changed to -2.2-. 
Claim 33 has been cancelled. 
Claim 34, 

line 3, "90%" has been changed to -90 wt%~; 
next to last line, "1.5" has been changed to —1.53—; 
last line, "2.0" has been changed to —1.95—. 

Claim 35, 

line 5, "2.3" has been changed to -2.4-. 
Claim 36, 

line 5, "2.3" has been changed to -2.2-. 



Claim 37 has been cancelled. 
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In the specification, 

page 1, line 2, after "1999", --, abandoned- has been inserted. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art of record fails to disclose or suggest biaxially oriented multilayer films 
containing a base layer of syndiotactic polypropylene; and at least one surface layer of specified 
polymers, wherein the film has the recited ratio of TD modulus to MD modulus, in view of the 
effective US priority date (3/17/1999) of the present claims. The WILKIE references fail to 
disclose core layers of syndiotactic polypropylene; BOTHE ET AL '394 and BALAJI ET AL fail 
to disclose the recited modulus ratios. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vivian Chen whose telephone number is (571) 272-1506. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 8:30 AM to 6 PM. The 
examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Thibodeau, can be reached on (571) 272-1516. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-1700. 



January 14, 2004 



